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A. From the Editors’ Desk

We are pleased to publish the later issue in ouabA in Israel” series. The current
iIssue focuses on responses to the Governmentaa’'sapproval of an amendment to
the Citizenship Law.

In its meeting on October 10, 2010, the governnapptroved the proposal of Minister
of Justice Yaakov Ne’eman to amend the Citizendfaw, by a vote of 22-8, and
transferred the proposal to the Knesset for its@@d. The amendment dictates that
the obligation to pledge allegiance to the Jewadgmocratic State of Israel will from
now on apply only to non-Jews and to individualglgimg for Israeli citizenship.

The government’s approval of the bill triggeredemnpest in the political arena. The
bill's approval was condemned mainly by Arab MKsaepresentatives of parties
from the center and left, but also by senior gon@nt ministers and the Knesset
Chairman. They all claimed that the bill is an umderatic, racist maneuver directed
against Israel’'s Arab citizens, in an attempt terce them to accept the state’s Zionist
character. In contrast, supporters of the bill déésl it by contending that Israel is a
Jewish nation state and nothing in the bill pregadiindividual rights or equality.

Responses from the Arab community, both in the Kekeand in the ex-parliamentary
arena, were especially bitter. Some described dlae ds coercion of Palestinians,
victims of the Jewish, Zionist state, to pledgegitnce to the state that is the source
of their catastrophe, thidakba. One expression of the Arab public’s rage at tifle b
was the Supreme Follow-Up Committee’s announcementransform the 52
commemoration rally of the Kfar Qassem Massaciegdled for October 29, into an
organized protest event. The banner of the eveltbei “Opposition to the racist
policy and grave escalation in the Israeli estantient’s [attitude] toward the Arab
public, and opposition to the Jewish charactehefstate, the Citizenship and Loyalty
Law, and the [concept of] transfer.”

The current issue contains three sectidige first section contains an editorial by
Prof. Oded Haklai, who compares the unique featofehe Israeli citizenship law
with pledges of allegiance required as a condifmncitizenship in other countries.
The second sectiomf this issue presents responses to the bill whale appeared in
the media. Extensive space is devoted to respafsiiaesset Members from Arab
parties and ex-parliamentary organizations thatatwe in the Arab community, and
which are rarely accessible by Hebrew speakersti®ios of Jewish ministers and
Knesset Members, and opinions of scholars of theistof Israel’s Arab minority are
also presentedlhe final section of this issue offers background information on the
Citizenship Law and other bills proposed in a samdpirit.
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Our readers are welcome to inform us of websitasdle relevant to this topic, where
this issue of “Arabs in Israel” might be posteced®e contact us:

= Moshe Dayan Center website: www.dayan.org

» The Konrad Adenauer Program for Jewish-Arab CodjmerdKAP):
Att:  Mr. Arik Rudnitzky, Project Manager
Tel:  972-3-6409991
Fax: 972-3-6406046
Email: arabpol@post.tau.ac.il

= Prof. Uzi Rabi, KAP Director

© All Rights Reserved to the Konrad Adenauer Progréor Jewish-Arab
Cooperation, Tel Aviv University, 2010.

Photocopy, reproduction and citation of informatmontained in this publication is
permitted only if accompanied by specific notatmfnthe source of the information,
editors, and place of publication. This publicatimay not be reproduced without
written permission of the editors.

The views expressed in the editorials are thoskeohuthors alone.

We wish to extend our thanks to KAP staff, Ms. Efrachter, a student of Political
Science and Communications, and Mr. Nidal Khamaasistudent of Sociology,
Anthropology, Statistics and Operations Researoth bf Tel Aviv University, who
assisted in collecting the materials and trangjatem into Hebrew.

We also wish to thank Ms. Renee Hochman, who taéedland edited the English
version.

The Editors
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B. Editorial

The New Citizenship Oath:
A Comparative Perspective

Oded Haklai’

The Israeli Cabinet's approval of the amendmenth Law of Citizenship has
received plenty of attention in recent days. Roéns, analysts, and observers have
been keenly advancing their diverse positions enpitoposed measure that, if turned
into law, would require every non-Jew seeking todmee a citizen of Israel to pledge
loyalty to "the State of Israel as a Jewish and at@atic state.” Supporters of the
proposal claim that the amended oath is necessappunter those who question
Israel's right to exist as a Jewish nation-stajgddents argue that it is unjustified,
polarizing, and severely discriminatory againstAinab minority in Israel. Some have
condemned the proposal as racist.

One important question is how the new citizensh@phocompares with oaths of
loyalty in other states, particularly — but notynlthose that are deeply divided along
ethnic and national lines and are dominated bynatienal group.

In most instances, oaths of citizenship requires¢hseeking citizenship to affirm (or
swear) faithfulness to at least one of the follayi(l) the sovereign body, (2) the
foundational principles of the state and its cdngtin, and (3) the state's laws. Thus,
those taking the oath of citizenship in Britain &ddnada declare that on becoming
citizens they "will be faithful and bear true ali@gce to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
the Second, [Queen of Canada], Her Heirs and Ssioe% The newly minted British
citizen is also required to pledge that she wilkegher "loyalty to the United Kingdom
and respect its rights and freedoms," that shd Upihold its democratic values,"” that
she "will observe its laws faithfully,” and fulfilher "duties and obligations as a
British citizen." The Australian pledge that canmtoi effect in 1994 requires the
naturalized citizen to declare the following: "Frdhs time forward, under God, |
pledge my loyalty to Australia and its people, wendemocratic beliefs | share, whose
rights and liberties | respect, and whose lawslll wghold and obey™ Some oaths,
like the United States' oath, require additionamoatments, including performing
military service when called upon by law.

If these examples are taken as indicative of cishg oaths' objectives, the proposed
amendment in Israel is meant to affirm that "Jewaid democratic" are the
foundational principles of the state and, possithigt Jews are the sovereign nation in
the state.

In this regard, at least, Israel is substantialffecent from the United Kingdom,

Canada, and Australia. In these countries, citizipnand nationality are supposed to
be congruent. Upon receiving citizenship, the néwxen becomes a member of the
nation. The state is supposed to be ethnicallyraeand eschew discrimination on

" Oded Haklai is an Associate Professor at Queenisdusity in Ontario, Canada, and Visiting Scholar
at the Moshe Dayan Center for Middle Eastern anitah Studies, Tel Aviv University.

! The phrase "under God" is voluntary. The Britisithoalso has a voluntary reference to "Almighty
God."
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ethnic and subnational lines (whether such netyratin ever exist has long been
contested). Israel, conversely, is formally cast as an egpion of the ethno-national

identity of the Jewish people rather than all thzens of the state. The combination
of democratic procedures and institutionalized drighrical relations has led some to
label Israel arethnic democracy.® Ethnic democracy is the conventional constitutiona
order in most post-communist countries in Centnal Bastern Europe.

As in the liberal democracies of the West, pledgfesllegiance in most of the ethnic
democracies tend to avoid explicit reference tosthygeriority of the dominant group.

One exception to this generalization is Romaniagre@hthe Romanian majority

constitutes roughly 89.5 percent of the populatiand the Hungarian and Roma
minorities constitute approximately 6.6 percent &8 percent of the population

respectively. The oath in Romania reads "I sweapotien to the Romanian country

and Romanian people, | swear to defend the rigidsnational interest, to respect the
Constitution and the laws of Romania.”

In most other cases where the state is formallyesivhy a dominant majority,
faithfulness to the ethnic hierarchical order iquieed only implicitly. In cases like
Estonia (25.5 percent Russian-speakers) and Skvéki7 percent Hungarian
minority), those seeking citizenship require todgle loyalty to the constitution and
constitutional order. It is in the constitution tistate ownership is codified. Thus, by
requiring a pledge of loyalty to the constitutitimese states are implicitly demanding
acceptance that the state belongs to the domitiambreational group.

In some cases, there is ambiguity. In Ireland,ekample, the pledge requires "an
oath of fidelity to the nation and loyalty to thate." What constitutes "the nation" is
unclear since, according to the CIA World Factbook)y 87.4 percent of the
population in Ireland is ethnically Irish, and thelationship between ethnicity,
nationality, and citizenship is fuzzy.

To be sure, even in states that claim to have appithg citizenship and nationality,
an oath of loyalty can prove to be a highly chargeztie with minorities. The
proposal to introduce an oath of allegiance to@ueen of Britain in "passing out"
ceremonies for schoolchildren, proposed by fornrfen® Minister Gordon Brown in
2008, was vehemently opposed by many Scottish, Watsl Northern Irish, who
viewed it as a sign of English domination. Thathoatas not significantly distinct
from the one new citizens of the United Kingdom r&guired to take.

There is one aspect, however, in which the propagatoved by the Israeli Cabinet is
clearly distinct from other oaths that privilege tthominant ethnic and national group.
In Romania, Britain, and the other cases mentidrezd, all those seeking to become
citizens are required to take the oath. In Isre@hversely, the amended version will
apply to non-Jews only. This conspicuous differsian between Jews and non-Jews
and the timing of the proposal are likely to enleatize prevailing sense amongst
Arab elites that it is the Arab minority's loyalty the state that is being questioned in
particular.

2Bernard Yack, “The Myth of the Civic Nation,” in Rald Beiner ed.Theorizing Nationalism (New
York: State University of New York Press, 199) 1033.

3 Sammy Smooha, “The Model of Ethnic Democracy: lsagea Jewish and Democratic State,”
Nations and Nationalism 8:4 (2002), 475-503.

The Proposed Pledge of Allegiance and the Arab Citizens of Israel | 28.10.2010



C. From the Press

Opinions of Arab Knesset Members

e Jamal Zahalka: The law is racist, non-democratic, a nd offends Arabs
for being Arabs

MK Jamal Zahalka, Chairman of the National Democratic Assembly (NDA his

is a racist, non-democratic law. No country in tkerld has conditioned
naturalization by an affirmation of allegiance te ideology. Israeli racism has thus
reached a level unprecedented anywhere in the wibrisl a racist law because it is
directed at Arabs for being Arabs. ‘A Jewish staesynonymous to ‘Zionist’ and the
new law requires that Palestinians, the victim&iohism, declare their loyalty to it.
This is a new attempt to place new obstacles taitiigcation of Palestinian families
on both sides of the Green Line. Thousands of famihave been broken up as a
result of Israel's racist laws that separate hudbanom their wives, and children
from their parents.”Kull al-Arab , October 15, 2010)

e Talab El-Sana: The amendment is a preliminary towar  d the expulsion
of the Arab citizens from the country

MK Talab El-Sana, of the United Arab List and the Arab Movement fdhange
(UAL-AMC): “This [bill constitute] de-legitimizatio of the Palestinian Arab citizens
and their expulsion from the boundaries of citizeps as preparation for the
expulsion from the boundaries of the country, abkrman stated in his speech at the
UN [...] This law aligns Israel in line with otherdaist countries. The question is not
whether the citizens are loyal to the state, buttivbr the state is loyal to its citizens.
This attempt to force [the existence] of a “Jewssdie” is indicative of the failure of
the Zionist movement.”Kull al-Arab , October 15, 2010)

e Masud Ganaim: The amendment is the beginning ofam  ove to revoke
our citizenship

MK Masud Ganaim, of UAL-AMC: “The amendment is an official decléian of
the closure of the state’s gates to all Arabs aamldgfinians who refuse to accept the
Zionist project and the Jewish state. The Jewiate sepresents a Zionist vision and
ideology that are unacceptable to us Arabs and siilEns. Therefore, the
amendments are nothing more than an opening mavihgi attempt] to revoke our
citizenship. It is proof of the prevalence of racig Israel’'s political arena, and of
just how strongly Netanyahu wishes to hold on t® raicist allies,” Kull al-Arab ,
October 15, 2010)

¢ Raleb Majadele: Netanyahu bought Lieberman’s silenc e in the matter
of the freeze on new settlements

MK Raleb Majadele, of Labor: “There is no doubt that Netanyahu’ssup of the
Citizenship Law was secured in a deal with Minidteberman. [...] By supporting
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the Law, Netanyahu purchased Lieberman’s silenceghenanticipated resolution
concerning the freeze on new settlements basedhenntost recent American
proposal.” Kull al-Arab , October 15, 2010)

e Jamal Zahalka: The “Jewish State” is the root of th e problem and the
source of the Palestinian people’s  Nakba (Catastrophe)

MK Jamal Zahalka, Chairman of NDA: “The new law is audacious, bessail asks
the victim to pledge allegiance to the hangman. ‘Tbwish State’ is the root of the
problem and the source of the Palestinian peopkaastropheNakba), and it further
asks Palestinians to declare their loyalty to (Wwww.asafir.com— A-Safir daily
newspaper, October 11, 2010)

e Talab El-Sana: Israel has become the successor of S outh Africa in
the Apartheid period

MK Talab El-Sana, of UAL-AMC: “The bill is a devastating blow to decracy,
and will cause the exclusion of 20% of the coumstrgitizens, the Arabs, from the
boundaries of citizenship. [...] The amendment to Bm positions Israel as a
successor to South Africa in the Apartheid era. [Thg [Arab] citizens of the state
are committed to its laws but the State is not lidgaits Arab citizens.” laaretz,
October 10, 2010).

e Ahmad Tibi: The amendment is part of the project de  signed to obtain
an Arab-free state

MK Ahmad Tibi , of UAL-AMC: “When the Arab public in Israel emp#iaes its
Palestinian identity, it concurrently emphasizes itght for equal citizenship,
especially in view of the surging racism headed\leyanyahu’s government and led
by Lieberman. [...] The amendment is part of a proggcbehalf of Yisrael Beitenu to
obtain a pure, Jewish state, free of Arabs, eveagh they are the original inhabitants
[of the country]. This decision could not have maksvithout a conspiracy between
Ehud Barak, leader of the Labor party, and Netanyahd Lieberman. [...] Israel
once again proves that it is a Jewish but not deatiocstate. We will be loyal only to
ourselves.” fwww.alarab.net Kull al-Arab weekly online, October 10, 2010)

e Jamal Zahalka: The Arab world should awaken from th e illusion of
negotiations and rein in racism

MK Jamal Zahalka, Chairman of NDA: “The fact that the vast majoratfyministers
supported this law proves that we have a racistfasdst majority in Netanyahu’s
government, and such a majority also exists irkihesset. The government passed a
series of racist laws designed to make Israel'dAitizens hostages of the concept of
the Jewish state and cause citizenship to be ¢onditupon allegiance to Zionism.
The root of the problem is the effort to estabsfiewish state at the expense of the
Palestinian people. The demand for a pledge ofjialkee is an attempt to cause
humiliation, to declare Israeli victory over evé?glestinian who wishes to unite with
family members in the country. [...] A series of sidaws exposes the government’s
real intentions. The Arabs must awaken from thgsitin of negotiations. The Arab
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world must recruit international support to contand curb Israel’'s racism and
aggression, instead of conducting negotiations with and appeasing it.”
(www.bokra.netOctober 10, 2010)

e Ahmad Tibi: The Israeli government has become an in  dentured
apprentice to the Yisrael Beitenu party

MK Ahmad Tibi , of UAL-AMC: “The Israeli Government has turnedarthe stooge
of ‘Yisrael Beitenu’ and its fascist doctrine. [.There is no country in the world that
forces its citizens or those naturalizing to swikair loyalty to ideology or a sectarian
obligation. [...] Israel is proving that it is nota@&garian and is in fact democratic for
Jews and Jewish for ArabsJgrusalem Post October 10, 2010)

e Mohammad Barakeh: The law is designed to shatter th e negotiations;
We are the owners of the homeland and the land

MK Mohammad Barakeh, Chairman of the Democratic Front for Peace and
Equality (DFPE): “Reality proves that the aim oétlaw, at its current timing, is to
serve as a political message and a fatal rocketeldiat] the negotiations. In its
original format, the Citizenship Law was racist{ Ipecent Israeli governments have
successively passed racist emergency regulatiaisptievent the Palestinians from
obtaining citizenship, in addition to the impositi@f other restrictions. In rare,
extraordinary cases the Minister of the Interioargs citizenship to Palestinian
residents under family unification. Therefore tAimendment may adversely affect
these few people, and this proves that ratificambrthe Law has a political and
provocative purpose.” [...] Barakeh stressed, “Thisist law, which joins a series of
racist laws, will not in any way change the certauth that we are the owners of the
homeland and the land, however it is called. Wegaize this land as it recognizes
its sons. We recognize the names the land, itsrgpb@ name places, its plants, and
everything that exists on this land.iWw.panet.co.il website of thePanorama
weekly, October 7, 2010).

¢ Hanin Zoabi: A ‘Jewish State’ is not just a slogan but racist everyday
practice

MK Hanin Zoabi, of NDA: “Lieberman is the person evleally rules, and the person
who develops Israel’s political culture. Israelloager hides behind liberal concepts,
and is no longer concerned about the repercusiansts policy causes to its image,
in Israel and overseas. This decision is a comiomabf Zionist beliefs and
government coalition considerations. [...] A ‘JewiState’ is not merely a slogan; It
is racist practice that is conducted on a dailydagvww.panet.co.il website of the
Panoramaweekly, October 7, 2010)

e Mohammad Barakeh: Israel's book of laws is a guideb ook for the
most racist, dark regimes

MK Mohammad Barakeh, DFPE: “Netanyahu decided tsg®ally open the season
of racist legislation [with the start of the KneSsavinter session]. The addendum to
the Citizenship Law is, through and through, astatiansfer-supporting [statement]
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that apparently will gain the necessary majorityhvine help of its two ushers, Barak
and Lieberman. For a while we have been saying ldrael's book of laws has
become a guidebook for the darkest, most racistimesy in the world.”
(www.ynet.co.i| October 6, 2010)

Positions of ex-parliamentary organizations active in Arab
society

e General Director of Dirasat Center: The law is in v iolation of
international law, and drags Israel down into Apart  heid

Dr. Yousef Jabareen General Director oDirasat — The Arab Center for Law and
Policy: “The amendment is the manifestation of pinegrams of extreme right-wing
politicians who carry on their shoulders the cerdad right-wing parties, which
skillfully translate the concept of ‘a Jewish statdéo an ongoing, ever-escalating
policy of exclusion against the Arab minority and leaders. Such legislation is
designed to create deeper de-legitimization of Alngb citizens, undermine their
status, and enervate their struggle. This is contlaw and to international custom,
which provide that equal protection against the should be granted to all citizens,
and that freedom of speech and conscience shoulgidbanteed to all citizens. This
has grave repercussions on the status of the Atiabres. This gives them the status
of ‘guests’ in the country, without no rights, alehds Israel down the slope to a
national Apartheid regime. Today the law book of atber country in the world
contains such a large number of racist laws thstitute national superiority of the
dominant majority group.”Kull al-Arab , October 15, 2010)

e General Director of Sikkuy Association: We must act together to put
an end to the aggression against Palestinians inIs  rael

Attorney Ali Haider , Co-Executive Director oSikkuy — The Association for the
Advancement of Civic Equality in Israel: “We musiocdinate all the Arab political
entities and civil society organizations that supgaab rights. We must act on local
and international levels to put an end to the omg@iggression against Palestinians in
Israel.” Panorama, October 15, 2010)

¢ Islamic Movement Spokesperson: The goal of the law is to tear apart
reunited families and strip them of their human rig hts

Attorney Zahi Nujeidat, Spokesperson of the Northern Faction of the Iglam
Movement in Israel: “Ultimately, the aim of the law to break up the Palestinian
families that have reunited, and strip them of etle minimum degree of human
rights. Moreover, this is a foul, underhanded agerat extortion: What sort of
existence or selfhood will remain for Palestiniafier they recognize what is called
‘the Jewishness’ of the state’ Kyl al-Arab , October 15, 2010)
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e General Director of Adalah Legal Center: The law im  plies nullification
of Palestinians’ right in the country and nullifica tion of the right of
return

Attorney Hassan Jabareen General Director of Adalah — The Legal CenterAcab
Minority Rights in Israel: “The meaning of the andements to the Citizenship Law is
simply this: nullification of the rights of Palesians in Israel, and nullification of the
right of return. The meaning of the Law is thatd3#hians have no right in the
country where they live, and that the situationRaflestinians in their country is
getting worse, and that everything for which we néaught since the occupation of
Palestine in 1948, has disappeared with the winte Teaning of this is that
Palestinians also have no civil rights in Isra¢Wiww.asafir.com — website of the
daily A-Safir, October 11, 2010)

e Follow-Up Committee: The racist laws will not chang e the fact that
the Arabs are the original owners of the country

Press release by the Supreme Follow-Up CommittélkeeoArab Population in Israel:
“Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's agreement tee tamendment of the
Citizenship Law [...] is further confirmation of thacist, fascist face of the present
government, which is controlled by a gang of exeamht-wing activists who wish
to imprint their Zionist vision on the future ofishcountry.”

“The fact that Netanyahu adopted the vision of Yierael Beitenu party headed by
Lieberman proves that his opinions and positiores mo different from those of
Lieberman. This is a most dangerous but not sungrisdication.”

“All the racist laws and fascist moves will not dge, even one iota, the fact that the
Arabs in this country are the origin, they are ¢laers of the land, and the owners of
the right, even if the amendment to this law [..i¢drto ignore this fact. For those

who brag about what is called ‘Israeli democradyte is yet more proof that it is

fictitious.” (www.pls48.net October 7, 2010)

Opinions of scholars

e Prof. Ruth Gavison: As long as the Arab citizens vi ew recognition of
Israel as a Jewish nation state as indication of [t  heir] discrimination,
there is no point in entering into any sterile poli tical debate

From an article entitled “The Trap of the Jewish State” by Prof. Ruth Gavison,
President and Founder of Metzilah — Center of Zionist, Jewish, Liberal, and
Humanist  Thought  (Link:  http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-
3968300,00.htm)

“l subscribe to the majority opinion of Jews inasl, who believe that Israel is indeed
the place where the Jewish people can realizégits to national self-determination,
and that this characteristic is a crucial and amst. Israel is not a neutral state, but a
national one, with meticulous attention to minorniights. | also believe that the gap
between the state’s Jewishness and a true commiitttedemocracy and human
rights — including individual and collective rightsr the Arab minority in Israel — is
not unbridgeable.”
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[...]

“Naturalized citizens' pledge of allegiance to St@ate should include not only their
wish to enjoy the benefits of citizenship, but alkeir willingness to undertake the
obligations that come with it. That must not befdded. Still, there is no need to
spite. It is a shame that the Arabs see the neeectmgnize Israel as the Jewish state
as a beacon of discrimination or exclusion; butouihately, statements made by
some of our leaders do not render that sentimeseléss. Still, we should focus on
the matter at hand, not statements made abouttitud focus on achieving our goals,
not on futile political debate.Www.ynetnews.comOctober 13, 2010)

e Prof. Elie Rekhess: Government policy toward the Ar  ab minority
should be thoroughly re-examined

From an interview with Prof. Elie Rekhess, senior research in the field of the
Arab society in Israel, and professor at Northwestern University, on the
occasion of ten years since the October 2000 Events (see the full text of the
interview at: http://www.jpost.com/LandedPages/PrintArticle.aspx?id=191127)

“Citizenship is supposed to establish the relatimbetween the individual and the

state — citizens have certain rights, duties asgamesibilities and these include, inter
alia, allegiance. In our unique case of split Itigal allegiance to the state should not
be left to interpretation.”

“However, a one-sided act of legislation is not Wisest thing to do at this time. It is
provocative and politically-motivated. Most impaontly: Israel’s policy towards the
Arab minority needs to be reconsidered comprehehsivcovering the variety of
pending issues and including both duties and rigftss is merely another one of the
poorly conceived, non-comprehensive “solutions”tthat only will not solve the
problem but will make it worse.’Jérusalem Post October 19, 2010)
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Opposition of Jewish ministers and Knesset Members to the
Citizenship Bill

Likud

e Minister of Intelligence and Atomic Energy: It is n ot wise to force the
Arabs to pledge allegiance to the state

Dan Meridor, Minister of Intelligence and Atomic Energy, bekel the new law will
have two negative ramifications: “The first an imi& one, vis-a-vis the Arab sector.
This move is part of a series of actions which teree atmosphere of exclusion. [...]
This is not a security matter. The government gpoasible for all citizens and it's
wrong to create the perception that they are nadt gdathe state on one hand, and
demand loyalty on the other.”

“This is the Jewish people state. We have inscriibedl in our Basic Laws. Do we
really have to keep repeating it? It creates deinital tensions. [...] We are in the
midst of fighting a de-legitimization campaign agsilsrael, which is a huge danger.
This fight has to be managed carefully and thisas helping us. No other nation
mandates such a thing, why give anyone anotheg tbimse against us?”

“The national aspect and human rights have to benbad. When you have no state,
you have to fight for it. When you have a stateshbuld not impose redundant
notions on its minorities. We have already won thstoric battle.”
(www.ynetnews.comOctober 11, 2010)

e Knesset Chairman: There is no need to highlight the point of friction
between the Arab population and Zionism

Reuven Rivlin, Speaker of the Knesset: “Defining the state agskeand democratic
is explicitly anchored in the Proclamation of Indeagence and in the Elections Law,
and any addition of this kind can only do harmldrael, there is an Arab population
that is obligated to live with the conflict thatighentails, and there is no point in
highlighting its points of friction with Zionism.(www.nrg.co.il October 8, 2010)

Labor

e Minister of Minority Affairs: The decision is offen sive and contributes
nothing to the state, and sends a negative message to the Arabs

Prof. Avishai Braverman, Minister of Minority Affairs: “This is an offense,
irresponsible decision, a political hustler’s feeLieberman. [...] This is a decision
that adds fuel to the flame of the world’s de-ligization of Israel. [...] This
decision will produce no benefit for the State skl other than to convey a negative
message to the Arab citizens. [...] An alternative Yisrael Beitenu’s role in the
government] exists in the form of Kadima, and thene it is incomprehensible why
Netanyahu should chose to sacrifice fundamentahcypies of democracy in
exchange for political survivalfvw.ynet.co.i| October 6, 2010)
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e Minister of Welfare: A troubling situation has aris en for anyone who
is concerned for the state’s democratic character

Issac Herzog Minister of Welfare and Social Services: “| haxeen feeling for some

time that fascism is consuming the edges of thepcand we are not noticing it.”

Herzog called the situation a slippery slope thas vidisturbing to anyone who fears
for the democratic character of the countridaéretz, October 11, 2010)

e Einat Wilf: The bill is good for the media but terr ible for Israel

MK Einat Wilf : “Barring a comprehensive law, the current propasanothing but
stupid, inflammatory, and as many of [Avigdor] Lexlman’s proposals, great for the
press, but for Israel — worse than uselesketysalem PostOctober 10, 2010)

Kadima

e Tzipi Livni: The bill does not protect the State of Israel’'s status as the
national Jewish homeland

MK Tzipi Livni , Chairman of Kadima and Chairman of the KnessepdSpion:
“What we have seen today is politics at its woF$te sensitive focal issue of Israel’s
existence as a Jewish and democratic state hasnbesuobject to political horse-
trading. [...] It is essential that we maintain Idlmetatus as a Jewish state with equal
rights for all its citizens. This bill contribute®thing to this goal. On the contrary, it
will cause internal disputes, undermine internalamderstanding, and is devoid of
any real content. It is a bad bill that not onlylSao protect Israel's status as the
national Jewish homeland, but even underminegHiaaretz, October 10, 2010)

¢ Shlomo Molla: The anti-democratic laws must stop

MK Shlomo Molla, Chairman of the Knesset anti-racist lobby, andniver of
Kadima: “The flood of anti-Israeli and anti-demadgrdaws in Israel must stop....We
have come to say — we must put an end to Avigdebdiman’s fascism. [...] | am
first and foremost a Jew, and Israeli, and a p@odist, | am not going to ask Afou
Agbaria (MK, DFPE) or Mohammad Barakeh (ChairmarD&PE) to be Zionists. |
want to ask them to protect our democracy, becausdefended democracy is
democracy in danger.Www.ynet.co.i| October 19, 2010)

New Movement Meretz

e Chaim Oron: There is no moral or political abyss th at the government
hasn't plunged into

MK Chaim Oron, Chairman of Meretz: “The Citizenship Law bearsdavitness to
the concept of citizenship and is far from any lcori democratic approach as east
from west. Time after time, it becomes clear thaigllor Lieberman’s agenda has
become the guideline and foundation of action feg entire government. [...] It
seems that there remains no moral or political alny® which this government won't
plunge, and apparently nothing can no longer extgidche Labor party from the
government.” Haaretz, October 10, 2010).
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Supporters of the Citizenship Law Bill and their Arguments

e PM Benjamin Netanyahu: Israel is the home of the Je  wish people;
Jewish and non-Jewish citizens enjoy fully equal ri ghts

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu: “The State of Israel is the national state of
the Jewish People and is a democratic state inhndlidts citizens — Jewish and non-
Jewish — enjoy fully equal rights. [...] To my regr&iday, there are those who are
trying to blur not only the unique connection betwethe Jewish People and its
homeland, but also the connection between the AeWwisople and its State.”
(Jerusalem Post October 10, 2010)

e Yisrael Beitenu: This is a message to everyone who challenges
Israel’s existence as the nation state of the Jewis  h people

Response of Yisrael Beitenu: “The government degiss an important message for
all those in and outside [the country] who wishuttdermine Israel’s existence as a
nation state of the Jewish people. Yisrael Beitesiilicontinue to work to promote
the values in which it believes, and to fully emfrthe elementary duty of each
citizen or naturalizing citizen [to ensure] thattlaut allegiance there is no
citizenship.” Haaretz, October 10, 2010)

e Deputy Foreign Minister: The pledge of allegiance t o0 a “Jewish,
democratic” state does not engender citizens’ right S

MK Daniel Ayalon of Yisrael Beitenu, Deputy Foreign Minister, in @p-ed entitled:
“Identifying with Israel’s national character”: “Ene is nothing wrong with asking
prospective citizens to pledge allegiance to thewigh and democratic State of
Israel.’ [...] When we ask prospective citizens topdasize Israel’s status as both a
“Jewish and democratic state” we call on them tdmwe the true meaning and
substance of the State of Israel, without comprmgitheir civil rights. Without these
terms, Israel’'s unique significance is rendered mrggess. [...] Every nation has its
national ethos, and Israel’s “light unto the nasiboan only be expressed through its
Jewish character, which we must rendered staterlgleand unequivocally.”
(Jerusalem Post October 10, 2010)

e Michael Ben Ari: The Likud government admits that R abbi Kahane
was right

MK Michael Ben-Ari (National Union): “The Likud government admits tthHabbi
Kahane was right. [...] It's a refreshing noveltyhtear the Likud government, which
persecuted the Rabbi because of his desire tothavArabs sign an oath of loyalty,
admit today that what Rabbi Kahane declared twgatrs ago was right and true.”
(www.ynet.co.i| October 10, 2010)

e Chairman of the Constitute, Law, and Justice Commit tee: This is not
yet a pledge of allegiance to the anthem or flag, b ut this is not far off
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MK David Rotem, Chairman of the Constitute, Law, and Justice Cdtaen(Yisrael
Beitenu): “It was not an accident that [our] cangpaslogan was ‘Lieberman — |
believe him’, because he really knows how to passl! At this point, we haven't
spoken of allegiance to the national anthem offldgg because we saw that there was
strong opposition to this. Opponents claimed tlma &anthem contains the words
‘Jewish soul’ and [include] no one else, but teisomething that will be addressed in
the future.” www.beytenu.org.jlYisrael Beitenu website, October 8, 2010)

e Deputy Speaker of the Knesset: Too many from within the Arab
community have acted against the very nation which they should
defend

MK Danny Danon, Deputy Speaker of the Knesset (Likud): “The wogdof the
new oath is symbolic but it is designed to weedpmiéential citizens, primarily from
within the Arab community. Unfortunately, too mafrpm within this community
have acted against the very nation which they shbel sworn to defend — if not
physically, then at least morally.J€rusalem PostOctober 10, 2010)
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The Evolving Citizenship Law and Other
Bills

July 2002 — Bill proposed bWK Michael Klein (Herut), requiring a pledge of

allegiance to the Jewish state of Israel, its flegysymbols, and its anthem, as a
condition for participating in elections. The billas placed on the Knesset's
agenda for approval.

March 2003 —MK Aryeh Eldad and additional MKs from Ichud Leumi placed
the Independence Day Bill on the Knesset's ageAdee(dment — Prohibition to
CommemoratdNakba Day), which became known as the “Nakba Law”. Tlhié B
determined a penalty of one year imprisonment dme of NIS 10,000 for
individuals who hold an event or activity that “coremorate Independence Day,
or the very establishment of the State of Israeh day of grief or mourning.”

July 2006 —MK Avigdor Lieberman (Yisrael Beitenu) placed the Population
Census Bill on the Knesset's agenda (Amendmeneddel of Allegiance), which
determines that a condition for Israeli citizensisiphat the applicant declare that
he will be loyal to “the State of Israel as a Jéwigionist and democratic state, to
its symbols, and to its values.”

November 2007 ‘MK David Rotem and additional MKs from Yisrael Beitenu
placed the Citizenship Bill on the Knesset's agef@mendment — Pledge of
Allegiance), which determines that a condition Fraeli citizenship is that the
applicant declare that he will be loyal to “the t8taf Israel as a Jewish, Zionist
and democratic state, to its symbols, and to iisesg

April 2009 —MK David Rotem and additional MKs from Yisrael Beitenu once
again placed the Citizenship Bill on the Knessatjenda (Amendment — Pledge
of Allegiance).

May 2009 — The Knesset Plenum approved, in a predim call, a bill that
determines one year of imprisonment to anyone vdrmudnces the right of Israel
to exist as a Jewish democratic state, if thera reasonable chance that such
publication “will lead to the commission of an adthate, loathing, or disloyalty
to the state or government agencies or its dulhctd laws *

July 2010 —MK Marina Solodkin (Yisrael Beitenu) placed on the Knesset's
agenda the Penal Law Bill (Amendment - Prohibiten Facial Concealment in
Public), which became known as the “Nigab Law.” TB# determined that
“anyone who covers his face of his own free will,amy part thereof, using an
article of clothing, in a public place, in a manrieat makes it impossible to
identify him clearly,” is subject one month impnsoent or a fine of NIS 500.

August 2010 — Minister of Justicéaakov Ne’eman proposed adding the words
“Jewish, democratic” to the existing pledge of gikence in reference to “the State
of Israel.”

* Source: 2010 Racism Report , published on behalf of the Coalition against Racism in Israel.
The report is available in Hebrew at the following link:
http://www.fightracism.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&id=5&Itemid=6
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October 10, 2010 — At a vote of 22-8, the governm@nisrael adopted the
amendment to law proposed by Minister Yaakov New®mand which applies
only to non-Jews.

October 18, 2010 — In response to the strong istiticaroused by the bill's
approval by the governmerRrime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu instructed the
Minister of Justice to prepare a bill that alsolegspthe pledge of allegiance to the
“Jewish, democratic” state to Jewish applicantsattiralization based on the Law
of Return.
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